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LATFOR Releases Senate And Assembly Maps

By Michael Johnson 
March 12, 2012 at 12:29 am
Senate Republicans and Assembly Democrats introduced tonight a bill redrawing the lines despite the fact that there is no deal in place with Governor Cuomo, or guarantee from the Governor that he won’t veto the lines which are already being criticized as hyper-partisan. Late Sunday night, a spokesman for the Governor told us they are going to review the plans but that no agreement has been reached between the Governor and the legislature over the maps. 

It’s hard to give you too much detail about he lines at this point because we still haven’t seen the maps, just the bill language. 

The plan appears to make just small changes to the original maps, eliminating some head to head battles between incumbents. The LATFOR website should have the updated maps online soon. (Maps still not out as of 6:55am)

Senate Democrat Mike Gianaris – who has been the most vocal opponent of the lines the Senate Republicans have drawn – blasted the Senate plan in a tweet after seeing the lines. He wrote, “Hempstead still split 4 ways, Islip/Brentwood cracked, Rochester split in 3, East Buffalo/Niagara Falls cracked #StillHyperpolitical”

My read of the bill does suggest that the city of Rochester is still divided between 3 senate districts. Assemblyman David Gantt blasted the original plan for dividing up the city, claiming it disenfranchised black voters. The Buffalo and Niagara Falls lines also appear to be similiar if not the same as the original plan. 

The state legislature has also put forth a constitutional amendment to change the redistricting process in 10 years so an independent commission would draw the lines instead of lawmakers. 

The commission would consist of 2 appointments each by the Assembly and Senate majorities and minorities. Those 8 members would pick two more members. Seven members of the 10 person panel would have to vote to approve any lines that are drawn. 

The amendment also bars any lobbyists or lawmaker from serving unless they have been out of the profession for 3 years. Spouses of state lawmakers and members of Congress are barred from serving, but not other relatives or business partners. 

As has been reported earlier, if one party has control of both the Assembly and Senate then a 2/3 majority of the legislature has to vote to approve the commission’s plan. 

84997980 Legislative Proposal for Independent Redistricting Commission

http://www.scribd.com/doc/84999004/84997980-Legislative-Proposal-for-Independent-Redistricting-Commission
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